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A. TRUE AND.:P LA 1-N 


S TATEMENT OF FACTS, 


RELATIVE. T0 THE 


REMOVAL OF Ma. TAYLOR FROM THE MADRAS COUNCIL, 


HIS SUPERCESSION AT THE BOARD OF REVENUE: 


FOR THE PERUSAL OP 


THE HON. COURT OF DIRECTORS OF 


Ll 


THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


A TRUE AND PLAIN 


STATEMENT UF FACTS 


Ms. TAYLOR, a ſervant reſident in India twenty-ſix 
years, was ſuſpended from a ſeat in the Council at Madras, by 
the Government General, becauſe he had not entered à diſſent 10 
an Act which had paſſed the Board before he became a Member 
thereof. 


The 36th Clauſe of the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, Chap. 25th, 
gives the Supreme Government a ſuperintending and controlling 
power, not in caſes ſimilar to that for which Mr. Taylor ſtands 
ſuſpended, but only in inſtances of w/ful diſobedience of their orders: 
conſequently, as Mr. Taylor had no where made himſelf liable to 
the penalties of the Act, a direct breach thereof was committed in 
his removal. Not to mention the injuſtice and determined perſe- 
cution ſhewn in removing a perſon from Council, when no 
other cauſe could be found, than, that he did not take a retraſpect 
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of what had paſſed before his time, and diſſent to meaſures for 
which he was not reſponſible ; thereby making himſelf juſtly 


liable to a vote of ſuſpenſion, for paſſing a cenſure on the atis of 
Government privr to his becoming a Member thereof. 


As Mr. Taylor was a temporary. Councillor, appointed pur- 
ſuant to the 4th Clauſe of the Act of the 26th of his preſent 
Majeſty, by the ſaid Att the place he enjoyed, as a Member of the 
Board of Revenue, at the time he was called to Council, is con- 
tinued 1% him by Deputy; and he reverts thereto on his quitting his 
ſeat at the ſuperior Board ;- ſuch Deputy was appointed :—but 
when Mr. Taylor was removed from Council, the privilege of 
returning to his p2ſt was denied him. His Deputy was removed, and 
another perſon appointed to the poſt. The orders from Bengal 
went only to the eventual ſuſpenſion of Mr. Taylor from his 
ſeat in Council ; yet, on a reference, at Mr, Taylor's requeſt, of 
his claim to return to the Board of Revenue, the Government 
General ſanctioned the meaſure adopted by General Medows and 
his Council, precluding Mr. Taylor from bis right in this inſtance, 
and thereby, in ect, extending his removal from Council to a ſuſ- 
penfion from the ſervice. Hence ariſes an additional proof, when 
a determined perſecution commences, that not even the moſt 
ſolemn acts of the Legiſlature will reſtrain its operation; for 
had not Mr. Taylor known h:s r:ght of reverting to a ſeat at the 
Board of Revenue was undoubted, it cannot be ſuppoſed he would 


have foregone a certain and permanent advantage, for a benefit 


precarious 
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precarious and temporary ; his appointment in Council not being 
as yet confirmed by the Directors. 


The reaſon given in palliation of the ſecond breach of the aft is 
frivolous: © That there would be a manifeſt impropriety in 
„ permitting a perſon to fit as a member of an inferior Board, 
& whole conduct had been ſo reprehenſible as to occaſion his 
removal from a ſuperior Board ;” or, in other words, becauſe 
Mr. Taylor (if it had been the caſe, which is by no means 
allowed) had erred in politics at the Council Board, he became 
(although an old and experienced ſervant,) totally unfit to diſ- 
charge the duty of even any ſubordinate office. 


Upon the uſual intimation having been given to the Govern- 
ment General, of Mr. Taylor being called to Council, they 
reply, We think it our duty to ſay, that we cannot approve 
& of your calling Mr. Taylor into your Council, as he has ac- 
„ knowledged upon record, that his own ſupport, and that of 
„his numerous family, depends upon the regular payment of 
„ the dividends to the private creditors of the Nabob; and 
„ that he has already, in one inſtance, ſuffered his public con- 
e duct to be influenced by conſiderations of his private intereſt.“ 


ov 


This interference on the part of the Government General, is 
not warranted either by the Act of Parliament or the Com- 


pany's orders; their approbation not being required by either: 
A 2 and 
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3 
and with reſpect to Mr. Taylor's ſupport depending upon the 


regular payment of the dividends to the private creditors of 
the Nabob, it ought not to be brought forward as an argu- 
ment againſt his holding any poſt in the Company's ſervice ; 
for, at that very time, the creditors dividends were ſtopped, 
with orders from the Supreme Governmentto appropriate them 
to the exigencies of the State, 


Upon receipt of the above Letter, Mr. Taylor entered a 
Minute in Council, ſtating, that, „when acting in the capacity 
of a member of a Committee for the management of the 
« affairs of the creditors of the Nabob, the Committee having 
« occaſion to addreſs the Governor General in Council on cer- 
«+ tain points wherein the rights and intereſts of their conſtitu- 
«© ents were implicated, it was conſidered, that they had ex- 
*« ceeded thoſe bounds of ſubordination and reſpe& to their 
*+« ſuperiors, which, as Company's ſervants, it was their duty 
to have obſerved: their conduct on that occaſion, though no 
e diſreſpe&t had been intended, met with reprebenſicn.” 


To this tranſaction the Government General allude, when they 
accuſe Mr. Taylor with having, in one inſtance, ſuffered his pub- 
lic condluct to be influenced by conſiderations of his private intereſt.“ 
For Mr. Taylor is confident, that, during a courſe of twenty-ſix 
years ſervice, no one inſtance can be produced, wherein he has, 


in the execution of any of the truſts repoſed in him, as a Com- 
| pany's 


1 


pany's ſervant, ſuffered his public conduct to be influenced by 
conſiderations of private intereſt. 


The Committee were only charged with diſreſpect, and the 
Supreme Government having, on that occaſion, yielded with 
readineſs to the unanimous recommendation of the Madras Board 
in favour of Mr. Taylor, and two other members of the Com- 
mittee, expreſſing at the ſame time their regret, that, after an 
unexceptionable deportment on their parts, for a long term of years, 
a deviation from a proper reſpe&t to Government, ſhould have 
rendered it neceſſary for them (the Government General) to ex- 
preſs a diſapproval of their conduct; how could they, with any 
degree of propriety, after having paſſed over the offence of im- 
puted diſreſpect, renew the ſubject upon Mr. Taylor's being called 
to Council, with the ſevere conſtruction, that Mr. Taylor had 
in one inſtance ſuffered his public conduct to be influenced by con- 
„ figerations of his private intereſt.” 


A recital of the tranſactions alluded to will be neceſſary, to 
render the aforegoing clearly underſtood. 


In the months of Auguſt and November 1789, inſtructions 
were tranſmitted from the Governor General, for the guidance 
of the Madras Board in regard to the Rajah of Travancore 
and Tippoo; and it was therein directed, in caſe Tippoo 
ſhould attack the Rajah's dominions, that ſuch attack muſt be 
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conſidered a declaration of war. Mr. Taylor did 20 ſee theſe 
inſtructions prior to the receipt of the letter from Bengal of the 
27th January, 1790, mentioned hereafter, 


Accounts were received very early in January, that an at- 
tack had been made.-The commanding officer on the Coaſt 
was directed, in conſequence, to give in a plan of operations 
againſt Tippoo, which plan was adopted by the Madras Board 
in every eſſential point, except the proviſion of draught 
and carriage bullocks; which meaſure appears to have been 
deferred on account of the enormous expence it would occaſion. 
Mr. Caſamajor entered a diſſent, and declared the army ought 
to be completely equipped : — And on two other occaſions, 
when the ſubject was again brought under conſideration, by letters 
from Colonel Muſgrave, he entered two minutes to the ſame 
effect; but he no where appears to have marked his ſentiments, 
except when this matter was thus a&rally brought under diſcuſſion 
by Colonel Muſgrave's letters; and there can be no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe but Mr. Taylor would have obſerved the ſame line of con- 
duct, had the ſame occaſions offered. The buſineſs, however, of the 
bullocks was not, from the time of Mr. Taylor's acceſſion to Council, 
till the receipt of the letter from Bengal of the 27th January, 
by any new occurrence brought under notice ; and then the orders for 
equipping the army were iflued, as will hereafter appear, 


Mrs 
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Mr. Caſamajor departed for England on the 15th, and Mr. 
Taylor was called to Council on the 26th January laſt, after theſe 
meaſures were diſcuſſed and determined on; and as no further hoſti- 
lities had been committed, or any freſh repreſentations made by 
Colonel Muſgrave, whilſt Mr. John Hollond preſided at the 
Board, the ſubject did not again come under conſideration until 
after his departure for England. Mr. John Hollond quitted the 
government on the 13th February, and on the following day, two 
letters from Bengal, dated the 26th and 27th January, were ſent 
to Mr. Taylor, by the Preſident, for peruſal ; which are inſerted 
in Conſultation the 16th of February, whereby it appeared, the 
Government General diſapproved on of the political conduct of 
Mr. John Hollond's adminiſtration. 

Theſe were the only communications from Bengal, face Mr. 
Taylor came to Council. At the time of their receipt the Go- 
vernment had devolved on Mr. Edward John Hollond and him.— 
He, (Mr. Taylor) therefore, waited upon the Preſident, and 
urged, in the moſt ſtrenuous terms, the neceſlity of equipping the 
army with draught and carriage bullacks for field ſervice ; and to de- 
fire Colonel Muſgrave's ſentiments on the ſubject. The Preſi- 
dent having coincided in opinion with Mr. Taylor, the neceſſary 
orders were iſſued on the 16th February, that the extra bullocks 
then employed to the Southward, in tranſporting ſtores from Ne- 
gapatam, ſhould be retained in the ſervice. Colonel Muſgrave 
was acquainted therewith, and deſired to give his opinion, if a 

further 
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further proviſion of bullocks was requiſite for immediate exigen- 
cies Colonel Muſgrave, in reply, on the 18th February, having 
given it as his opinion, that the corps ſhould be completed with 
bullocks for field ſervice, the meaſure was, on the ſame day, 
adopted by the Board, and orders were accordingly iſſued for the 


purpoſe. 


On the 16th of February, the Government General were in- 
formed of the meaſure which had been adopted for equipping the 
army; and this notification, whereby they were in poſſeſſion of 
the fact, that every neceſſary preparation wwas making for the 
equipment of the army with bullocks, muſt have reached them 
about the 6th March; yet, on the 2d of April, they direct that, in 
the event of Mr. Taylor's not having. entered a diſſent previous 
to the receipt of their letter of the 27th January, becauſe bullocks 
had not been provided, he ſhould be ſuſpended from Council; a!- 
though they had known, near a month before they gave ſuch orders, 
that the bullocks muſt a#ually have been ordered to be provided. 


Had Mr. Taylor confined himſelf ſlely to recording a futile 
diſſent, (before the receipt of the letter of the 27th January) becauſe 
the army had n:t been equipped for field ſervice, inſtead of being 
highly mftrumental in effefiing the meaſure itſelf on the very diy the 
letter was read in Council, he would, (according to the ord:rs of 
the Supreme Government) have been freed from cenſure;—where- 


AS, 
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as, an actual performance of his duty, has not exempted - him 


from it. 


General Medows took charge of the Government the 2oth 
February; on which day a letter was received from the Govern- 
ment General, expreſſing their ſurprize at Mr. John Hollond's 
adminiſtration, for not having provided the army with draught 
and carriage bullocks; and directing that it ſhould be immediately 
equipped for field ſervice. Theſe orders were anticipated by the 
Preſident and Mr. Taylor, as before ſtated. Wd 


General Medows, ſoon after his arrival, was informed at the 
Council Board of the orders that had been iſſued for equipping 
the army; and that it remained with him to point out ſuch fur- 


ther meaſures as he might deem neceſſary. He, notwithſtanding 


the orders from Bengal of Auguſt and November were before 
him, for not entering a diſſent to an implied diſobedience of which, by 
others, Mr. Taylor flands ſuſpended; notwithſtanding he was in 
poſſeſſion of the further ſentiments of the Government General, 
contained in their letters of the 26th and 24th January, and the 
iſt February, propoſed no additional meaſures for aſſembling or 
equipping the army until the 5th of the following month, when 
he brought forward a Minute in Council, wherein he ſtates, that 
1 affairs are ſo critically ſituated, and the laſt letters from Ben- 
% gal ſeem ſo ſtrongly to imply that vigorous meaſures are neceſ- 
« ſary, that, averſe as he was to encouraging unneceſſary ex- 
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6 pences, he was decidedly of opinion that the reſt of Colonel 
« Muſgrave's plan ſhould be put into immediate execution, of 
% aſſembling and encamping the corps under marching orders. 
at Wallajabad, and then going thence, perhaps, to the camps 
« at Tritchinopoly, with bullocks and provifions ſufficient to 
&* move for forty days; every exertion being made to ſupply the 


C 


* 


« different garriſons with grain.“ 


The above Minute, though acceded to by the Board, was not 
carried into execution, with reſpeC to the providing of bullocks, 
till the 19th of March, when orders were ſent to the Contractors 
to furniſh bullocks to carry forty days proviſions.—The orders 
for aſſembling and encamping the corps were given out the 57th of 
March, and to take effect the 13th and 15th. This Minute 
ſpeaks ſo forcibly for itſelf, that little or no comment is re- 
quired. It could not be the reſult of deliberations founded on 
the miſconduct of the former Adminiſtration; nor could it be 
in obedience to the orders received from Bengal in Auguſt 
and November, or the 26th and 27th January, and 1ſt February; 
for, in cither caſe, it ought to have been brovght at an earlier 
period. So that it is evident General Medows aftumed to 
himſelf a diſcretionary power of delaying to make any effective 
preparations for the equipment of the army, from the 20%/% Febru- 
ary until the 19th March, notwithſtanding the fituation of afluirs 
became every day more critical; and did not incur any cenſure for 


uch delay, even though he was in p»ſſeſſicn of the Bergal Inſtructions 
of 


„„ 


of the 26th and 27th January, and their additional orders of the 1 
February: but Mr. Taylor, who was not allowed the benefit of thoſe 
communications to guide him, (his removal being directed, if a diſ- 
ſent was not entered before their arrival) was ſuſpended from Coun- 
ci] becauſe he had not, previous to the receipt of the letter of the 
27th January, entered a diſſent to an act of imputed diſobedi- 
ence by others, of their orders of Auguſt and November, 


From General Medows's arrival, until Mr. Taylor was deprived 
of his ſeat in Council, the Preſident did not diſſent to, or mark 
upon record any diſapprobation of the meaſures which had been 
adopted by Mr. Jahn Hillond's Adminiſtration, either previous or 
ſabſequent to Mr. Taylor's becoming a Member thereof ; but the 
act of ſuſpenſion was nevertheleſs enforced by General Medows ; 
who, if any fault exiſted, was conſequently more culpable than 
Mr. Taylor, as by his ſtation he became the Executive Member 


of Government, 


The mode in which the ſuſpenſion was effected, is alſo worthy 
of remark: Mr. Taylor's removal by the Bengal Government was 
eventual, General Medows was deſired to ſearch the records, 
for the purpoſe of aſcertaining whether any diſſent had been entered by 
Mr. Taylor, previous to the receipt of the letters from Bengal of the 
27th January. Although no diſſent had been entered, yet Gene- 
ra] Meadows was well acquainted that the ſpirit of the Bengal 
Inſtructions had been acted up to, ſo far as related to Mr. Taylor, 
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who is only held culpable in the event of his not having recorded 
* his diſapprobation of the conduct of his colleagues in office, in neglefing 
& to provide ſuch equipment as ſhould enable the army to take the 
& field;” and conſequently, as orders had been ſued to provide 
bullocks for the army, a diſcretional power was veſted in Gene- 
ral Medows to delay the execution of their orders, till the Su- 
preme Government had heard what Mr. Taylor had to urge in 
mitigation of them.——Inſtead of which, the Secretary ſends 
in Circulation the Bengal Orders, and announces by letter, 


that the Governor conſiders Mr. Taylor's ſeat in Council va- 
cated. 


On receipt of this intimation from the Secretary, Mr, Taylor 
addrefled a Letter to the Governor in Council, dated 2oth April, 
1790, claiming (prior to a final deciſion) the uſual privilege 
granted to all ſervants of the Company, purſuant to repeated 


Foſitrve orders from the Court of Directors, of being furniſhed 


with the charges againſt him, and allowed an opportunity of 
entering upon a defence of his conduct; which right was denied 
him, though it had Seen allowed to Mr. Edward John Hollond, 
who (in conſequence of ſome letters from the Government 
General, after General Medows's arrival, requiring an expla- 
nation from Mr. John Hollond's adminiſtration, of certain parts 
of their conduct, in which it was conſidered Mr. Taylor was 
no ways implicated) had delivered in two minutes in vindication 
of his brother's adminiſtration, which were before the Govern- 

I ment 
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ment General, and taken into conſideration previous to their 


directing his ſuſpenſion. 


From the foregoing recital of facts, chiefly from the Com- 
pany's records, it evidently appears that Mr. Taylor's ſuſpen- 


ſion was not founded upon any miſconduct in his public flation ;— 


Mr. Taylor can, therefore, only attribute it to the reſult of 


private communications between the two Preſidents, upon grounds 


that would not bear the teft of a public charge againſt him. —If 
Mr. Taylor is wrong in this conjecture, he is ſorry for it. 
but a variety of circumſtances ſeem to concur in warranting the 
idea, and he will endeavour to trace it to the fountain head. 


When Geneaal Medows arrived, he found Mr. Taylor a 
member of this Government, with every diſpoſition to ſupport 
him and his meaſures, as far as he could, conſiſtently with that 
knowledge and experience which a ſervice of twenty-ſix years 
in the Company's affairs had enabled him to acquire; and Mr. 
Taylor truſts, that General Medows will allow he received ſup- 
port from him in meaſures of importance, that had come under 
diſcuſſion at the Board ; particularly in two inſtances, wherein 
he deputed Mr. Secretary Chameir to wait upon Mr. Taylor 
to adjuſt ſome points which were in difference between the 
Preſident and the other member. The readineſs with which Mr. 


Taylor effected thoſe points, and the aſſurances which he gave 
Mr. 


E 
Mr. Chameir at the time, ought to have left no room to doubt 
his intention of ſupporting General Medows. 


Some points, however, of leſs moment, not having met an 
equal ready concurrence from Mr. Taylor, he is led to believe 
General Medows imbibed impreſſions therefrom of meeting op- 
poſition from his Council, and being /ef? in a minority at the 
Board; and perhaps a fear in leaving Mr. Taylor in charge of 
this Government, during his abſence in the field, leſt meaſures, 
not of the Preſident's adoption, might be purſued. Merdi ex- 
preſſroe of his apprehenſion of his being left in a minority, were dropped 
by Mr. Chameir, in the courſe of the above converſation ; but Mr. 
Taylor hoped that the aſſurances he had given on the occaſion, were 
ſufficient to eradicate the idea from General Medows's mind. — 


Hence, Mr. Taylor conceives, the prejudice againſt him origi- 


nated ; and hence it is natural to infer, a private communication 
to effect his removal; as it is notorious that the man (not the 
meaſure for which he ſtands removed) was obnoxious. In fur- 
ther proof that Mr. Taylor's removal reſulted from a private 
communication between the two Preſidents, and not for miſ- 
conduct, it is proper to mention, that in the Calcutta newſ- 
paper, entitled the Bengal Journal, of the 10% of April, which 
is eight days only after the date of the letter eventually ſuſpend- 
ing Mr. Taylor, is the following paragraph, 
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MADRAS COUNcCTIE 


«© Meflrs. Hollond and Taylor, Members of the Council at 
Fort St. George, have been by late orders removed from their ſeat 


„at the Board: Meſſrs. Turing and Chambers (brother to Sir 


* 


Robert Chambers) have been, we hear, nominated to the 
% vacancies occaſioned by this removal.” And in a ſubſequent 
paper, the miſtake of the names is rectified, and Mr. Saunders 
makes his appearance. The orders from Bengal, ſo far as they 
relate to Mr. Taylor, were eventual; and oftenfively depended on 
his having entered a diflent, which the Governor General muſt 
have well known, from prior private communication, did not 
exiſt : Tow otherwiſe could the fact of Mr. Taylor's ſuſpenſion, 
(which in the letter to the Madras Board was declared to be 
eventual) and the perſon 'whom, it would appear, the Govern- 
ment General intended ſhould ſucceed him, become ſo well known 
as to find inſertion in the public prints ?—Or how otherwiſe, 
unleſs by private communication, could it be known that Mr. 
Turing was duly qualified, according to the inſtructions from 
Bengal of the 2d of April, (by not being a creditor of the Nabob 
and Rajah of Tanjour) and that General Medows's election would 
fall upon him, to fill the vacant ſeat occaſioned by Mr. Hollond's 
| ſuſpenſion, 


Sw, Þ * ®. 


( 3 


ſuſpenſion, among ſo many Company's ſervants who are by Act 
of Parliament eligible to Council. 


Mr. Taylor's ſuſpenſion from Council having been ſignified 
to him within a few hours after the receipt of the letter from 
Bengal of the 2d April, the Prefident being then at the Company's 
garden-houſe, he was ſtruck with the ſuddenneſs of the communi- 
cation; and it occurred to him that the previous examination 
of the records directed by the Supreme Government, could not 
have taken place : he, therefore, called upon the Secretary and 
his Deputy to declare the fact. Theſe gentlemen having thought 
it neceflary to lay Mr. Taylor's letter before the Board, he re- 
ceived the following letter by their order, as a reply : Having 
& laid before the Board your letters to me and to Mr. Jackſon, 
« dated the 23d inſtant, I am directed by them to expreſs their 
T perfect confidence, that the Preſident, in his conduct towards 
% yourſelf, acted in ſtrict conformity to the orders from Ben- 
« gal of the 2d April laſt.” As, however, Mr. Taylor did not 
look up to the Board for information on a point of detail in 
duty between the Preſident and the Secretaries, in the execu- 
tion of orders from Bengal, previous to the acceſſion to Coun- 
cil of any of the preſent members of the Board ; and as Mr. 
Taylor conſidered himſelf warranted in demanding of the Se- 
cretaries, in their official capacities, communication of all mat- 
ters which occurred prior to the illegal removal of him from 
Council, he thought it neceſſary, and accordingly again requi- 
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red from them an unequiyocal declaration of the fact. To Mr. 
Taylor's letter on this occaſion, he received no reply; nor did his 
ſubſequent addreſs to the Board meet with more notice, wherein 
he ſtated the inattention of the Secretaries, and requeſted that 
orders might be iſſued to them to give him the information he 
required: from which evaſive conduct, as well as from the follow- 
ing ſhort minute, entered in the Diary of Conſultation of the 21ſt 
of April, immediately after the orders from Bengal of the 2d of 
April, not ſtating that the requiſite ſearch had been made, but 
ſimply that, © in conſequence of the foregoing, the Preſident 
directed the Secretary to write the following letter to Mr. 
„Edward John Hollond, and to Mr. Taylor.” Mr. Taylor 
conſiders himſelf well founded in concluding that the examination 
directed by the Government General, never did take place ; which 
evidently points out the prior communication between the two 
Preſidents; and that had the orders from the Government Gene- 
ral been legal (which Mr. Taylor does not admit) the mode of 


carrying them into execution was irregular, 


In the courſe of twenty-ſix years reſidence in India, moſt of 
the friends which Mr. Taylor had in England, have paid the laſt 
tribute which nature can exact; his fate muſt, therefore, depend 
upon that conſtruction which the Honourable Company may 
be pleaſed to put upon his conduct; and, as he is confident 
that he has faithfully diſcharged his duty in every ſtation which 
he has had the honour to fill in their ſervice, he has a perfect reli - 

C ance 
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ance that their equity and juſtice will reſtore him to his ſeat in 


Council, with full allowances from the period of his ſuſpenſion. 
But in caſe the Honourable Company ſhould, (without noticing 
Mr. Taylor in the appointment) have filled up the vacancies 
which have ariſen in Council, by reaſon of the reſignation of 
Mr. Hollond and Mr. Caſamajor, and Mr. Taylor's ſeat as a 
temporary Councillor be thereby vacated, he then truſts, that they 
will be pleaſed to grant him the allowances of a Councillor, till 
the arrival of thoſe orders; with the right, agreeable 79 the 4155 
Clauſe of the 26th of his preſent Majeſty, of reſuming his ſeat at 
the Board of Revenue, of which he is at preſent z/legally deprived, 
as ſtated in the firſt part of this narrative, and the allowances 
annexed to it from the period at which the Company may be 
pleaſed to direct his ſalary, as a member of Council, to ceaſe. 
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